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To His GRACE be 
Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
And to the Loos the 
BISHOPS of the Province of CanTERBURY, 


In Convocartion Aſfembled, 


This REPRESENTATION from the CLERGY / 
the Lower Houſe of CONVOCATION, 


HuMBLY SHEWETH, 
HAT, with much Grief of Heart, We have obſerv d, 


what, in all dutiful Manner, We now Repreſent to Your 
88 and Your Lordihips, That the Right Reverend the 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor, hath given great and ꝑrievous Offence, by 
certain Doctrines and Poſitions by him lately publiſhed ; partly 


in a Sermon, Intiruled, The Nature of the Kingdom or Church of 
CHRIST: And partly in a Book, Intituled, A Preſervative 
again the Principles and PraSices of the Non. -jurors both in Church 


and State. 


The Tendency of the 8 and Poſit tions contain 'd in the 


ſaid Sermon and Book, 15 conceiy d to o be, 


"Firſt, To ſubvert all Government and Diſcipline in the 
ſy > of CHRIST, and to reduce His Kingdom to a 
State of Anarchy and Confuſi 708. 


7 HE 94 ; | (2.) Secondly, 


SE 


40 


\ 


(2.) Seccnaly, To impuęn and impeach the regal Supremacy 
in Cauls: Ecclellaſiical, and the Authority of the Legi- 


ſlature, to inforce Obetlence in Matters of R cligion, 
by Civil Sanctions. | 


The Paſtages in the Sermon ad Pook aforelaid, which are con- 


cciv d to carry the evil Tendency expreſs d under the firſt Article, 
are, principally, theſe that follow: 


SE K- 0M 0 N. At Face 11. OCH Edit. 


His L ordihip aftirms — As the Church of Chriſt is the King- 
© dom of Ch isi, He Himſelf is King: And in this it 15 implied. 
That He 18 Himſelf the {ole Law-giver to His Subjects, and 
Eimlelf the {ole judge of their Behaviour, in the Affairs 73 Con- 
ſcience and eternal Salvation: And, in this Senſe therefore, His 
Kingdom is not of this World; That He hath, in thoſe Points, 
lefr behind Him no viſible bumage Authority, No Vicegerents, 
who can be ſaid, properly, to ſupply His Place; no r 
ters upon whom His Subjects are abſolutely to depend; 
Judges over the Conſciences or Religion of His People“. This 
Paijage ſeems to deny all Authority to the Church, and, under Pre- 
tence of exalting the Kingdom ot Christ, to leave it do any 


viſible humane An: horry to judge, cenſure, or puniſh Offenders, 
in the Affairs of Conſcience and eternal Salvation. 


Which will be confrm'd by the Paſlage next to be produced, 
Ege 15, 16. — © If therefore the Church of Christ be the 
** Kingdom of ( þriSt; it is effential to it, That Chri himſelf be 
the lole | aw -giver, "and tole Judge of His Subjects, in all Points 
relating to the Favour or Dilplealure of Almighty Go p; and, 
That all His Subjects, in what Station ſoever they may be; are 
equally Subjects to Him; and that no One of them, any 
more than another, hath Ante: * either to make new Laws 
for Christ's Subjects, or to impoſe a Senſe upon the old Ones, 
witch is the fame Thing; or to judge, cenſure, or puniſh the 
tervants of another nl, in Matters relating purely to Con- 
{cience, or Salvatior. If any Perſon hath any other Notion, 
either through a i Uſe of Words with inconfiltent Meanings, 
or through a Negligence of Thought; let him but ask himſelf, 
= Whether [Le Churc h of (brit, Tag the Kingdom of Chrift or not: 
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And, if it be, Whether this Notion of it doth not abiol ute] h 
exclude all other Leęiſlators and Judges, in Matters relating t© 
Conſcience, or the Favour of Go ; Or, Whether it can be 
His Kingdom, if any mortal Men ave ſich a Power &f Legiſla- 
tion and Judgment! in it 
To the ſame Senſe he ſpeaks, Page 25; = © No one of His 

Subjects is Law-giver and Judge over = of them, in Mat- 
ters relating to Salvation, but He alone *. 
If che Doctrine nan in theſe Paſlages be admitted, there 
neither is, nor bath been, ſince our Saviour s Time, any Authority 
in the Chriſtian Church, in Matters relating to Confcidtice and Sal- 
vation; not even in the Apoſtles themſelves: But all Acts of Co- 
vemment in ſuch Caſes, have been an Invaſion of Chris s Autho- 
rity, and an Uſurpation upon His Kingdom. 

To which Effect his Lordſhip further expreffes lialel , Page 14. 

* When they (i. e. any Men on Earth) make any of "theit own 
© Declarations or Deciſions, to concern and affect the State of 
& Chrit's Subjects, with regard to the Favour of God: This is ſo 


ee taking Chrift's Kingdom out of His Hands, and placing 
it in their own. Nor 15 this Matter at all made better, by their 
(c 


declaring themſelves to be Vicegerents, or Law- makers, Of 
© Judges under Chri##, in order to carry on the Ends of His 
Kingdom. 
Which Words are not reſtrain d ro ſuch Deciti ons, AS are incon- 
ſiſtent with the Doctrines of the Goſpel ; as 1 not only from 
the general Manner in which he hath expreſsd himſelf, but from 
his direct Words, Page 15. And whether they happen to agree 
ec with him, or to differ from him, as long as they are the Law- 
66 givers, and Judges withont any incerpoſiti tion from (Hridt, either 
to guide or corre their Deciſions, they are e Kings of ths King: 

dom, and not Chrift Feſus — 

| Whither theſe Paſſages exclude the ſacred Writers, as. „well as 
others, from making Neciſtons „ and interpreting the Laws of 
Chrift, Your Lordſhips will judge by a Paſſage, Page 12, —© Nay, 


= whoever hath an abfolute Authority to interptet any written, or 


EC 
cc 


ec * ſpoken Laws, it is He who is truly the Law-giver, to all Tiers 


and Purpoſes, and not the Perſon, who firſt wrote or {poke 
ee them, ” _ When a Diſtin&ion 1 18 made between the Interpreters 


of the written am ſpoken Law, the ſacred Writers only can be 
meant by the Later: 4 Ober have had the e 
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6 
Of f all Interpreters, heard ir ſpoke by Chr.8f, And his Lordſhip 
has left us only this Choice, eicher to deny their Authority to in- 
terpret the Laws of (Hrist, or to charge them with ſetting up for 
themielves, in oppoſition to their Maſter. 
Thele Doarines naturally tend, to breed, in the Minds of the 
People, a Diſregard to thole who are appointed to rule over them: 


Whether his Lordihip had this View, the following Paſſages will 
declare, Page 25. — ©* The Chorch of ChriSt, is the Number of 
* Perſons, who are ſi ncerely, and willingly, Subjects to Him, as 
Law-giver and Judge, in all Matters truly relating to Conſcience, 
or eternal Salvation. And the more cloſe and immediate this 
regard to him is, the more certainly, and the more evidently 
*© true it is, that they are of His Kingdom. — And Page 31. © If 
* (brit be our King, ler us ſhew our ſelves Subjects to Him 
cc alone, in the great Affair of Conſcience and eternal Salvation: 
And, without Fear of Man's Judgment, live and act, as be- 
© comes thole, who wait for the Appearance of an all- knowing 
and impartial Judge ; even that King, whoſe Kingdom is not of 
e this World 

To theſe Dodrines his Lordſhip's Deſcription of a Church doth 
well agree: He aflerts, Page 17. — © That it is the Number of 
© Men, whether {mall or great, whether diſperſed or united, who 
5 truly and ſincerely are Subjects to Jeſus Christ alone, as their 
© Law-giver and judge, in Matters relating to the Favour rof Gop, 

« and their eternal Salvation *. And Page 24. The groſſeſt 
<< Miſtakes in Judgment, about the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom or 
Church, have ariſen from hence, that Men have argued from 
« other viſible Societies and other viſble Kingdoms of this World, 
* to what onght to be viſible, and ſenſible in his Kingdom“. And 
Page 25. We muſt not frame our Ideas from the Kingdoms of 
3E this World, of what ought to be, in a vitible and ſenſib ble Man- 
ner in His Kingdom“ 

Againſt ſuch Arguings from vifible Societies, and earthly King, 
doms, his Lordſhip faith, our Saviour hath poſitively warned us, 
Page 25. and yet the Sripture- Repreientations of the Church, do 
plainly expreſs its reſemblance to other Societies, in many relpects. 
And we prelume, his Lordſhip could not be 1 ignorant of the 1th 
Article of our Church Intituled, of the Church. viz. Lhe. vilt- 


ble Church of Chꝛiſt is 4 Con ite Jatio: of faithful Men, 


Cc 
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Dacraments be duly adminiſtred, acco2ding to Thaiſt's 


Oꝛdinance, in all Things that of Hecelüty are requi- 
lite to the lame. Tho', in diiparagement of this Articie, by 


2 
himſelf ſolenmly and often acknowledged, he aſſeris Fage 18.5 


CC 


That the Notion of the Church hath been fo diver! uy d. by the 
various Alterations it hath undergone, that it is almoſt | impolli- 
ble, ſo much as to number up the many inconſiſtent Images, that 
have come; by daily Additions, to be united together in 3 
We wih, chat in his Lordſhip's Account, no Images, neceſſary to 
oem a juſt and true Notion of the Church. had been left out; He 
omits even to mention the Preaching the W ord, or Adminifiring 
the Sacraments : One of which, in the Words of the 27th Ar- 


ticle of ovr Church, is a Sign of 1 02 new 
Wirth, whereby, as by an Inſtrument they that receive 
Waptilm rightly, are grafted into the Church, Wc 


could with allo, that his Lordihip, whilſt he was writing on the 
Subject of the Power of the Church, had remember'd = 'olemn 


CC 
CC 


CC: 


rofeſlion, made at his Conſecration, in which he promited © by 


the Help of Gop, to Coprect and puniſh, accordirg to {uch Au- 
as thority as he hath by Gops Word, and as oats be commit- 
** ted to him by the Ordinance of this Realm, ſuch as be unquier, 


- be diſobedient and criminous, in his Dioccſs. 


Your Grace and Your Lordihips have teen che Tendency of the 
Doctrines, in the Sermon, to throw all Eccleſiaſtical Authoruy out 
of the Church. We now procced to ſhew that the Doctrines, 
before delivered in the Pre / erval ide, Cc. have the {ame 1188 


dency. 


Where, not to trouble Your Lordi ſhips with ihe Contempr 
thrown on a Regular Succeſſion of the Miniſtry, and of Your own 
Order in particular, for which his Lordſhip has found no better 
Words, than Trifies, Niceties, Dreams, Inventions of Men &c, we 


obſerve; That as, in the 3 all Rulers and Judges in the viſible 


C 1 are laid x de; io, in the Hook, all Church-Communion is 


render 'd unnecetlar Y, in SIR to ITT Men to the Favour of Gop: 


and every Man is referr' d, in thele Cates, to his private Judgment, 


as that Which will juſtify _ the worſt Chas he can make. 


Which ſtrange . his Lordſhip . — on what he call: 


A Demonſtration in Ihe ſtr iCte$t Senſe of the Word, in Paragraph. 
Page 89, go. — Which is, indeed, nothing bir the common 
and known Calc of an erroneous Conſcience, which was never, till 
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B 
now, allow'd wholly to ju uf Men in their Frrote, or in thiow- 
ing off all the Alu hot! iy of lau fal Governours; jor this 28 e 


all Communions on an equal Foot, Without regard to any intrinſick 


Goodneſs, or whether they be Right or Wrong; and making every 
Van, 3 illiterate and ignorant ſocver, his own ſole judge and 


| Bin on Earth, in the Affair of Religion 
W Ute bis Lordihip intends {rom this Doctrine, is exprels'd. _ 
Page 90. 


Every One may find it in his own De to be true, 
« That his Title to G o 0's Favour, cannot depend upon his actual 


** being, or continuing in any particular Method, but upon his 


1 real Sincerity in the Conduct of my Conſcience, and of his own 


wo Actions under it. And Page 91. is laid Jown this general Pro- 


poſition, “ The . of GOD e Sincerity, conſider'd as 
fluch; and conlequently, equally follows every equal Degree 
Os Sincerity. 


[Ii Sinccrity as ſuch | 7 e. meer Sincerity ] excluſive of the Truth 
or Falihood of the Doctrine, or Opinion, be alone ſufficient for 


Salvation, or to intitle a Man to the Favour of Go p; if no one 


| Method of Religion be, in itſelf, preferable to another; the Con- 


cluſion muſt be, that all Methods are alike, in | reſpect by Salvati- 
on, or the 3 of Gov. 


His Lordſhip has applied this Principle himſelf, in a Point of 


the ſendereſt Concern to the whole Reformation : : and i in Virtue of 5: 


ic, bas left no Difference between the Popiſh and our reformed 
Church, but what is founded in perſonal Perſwaſion only, and not 
in the Truth of the Doctrines, or in the Excellency of one Com- 
munion above the other. The Place we refer to, is at Page 85. 
What is it that 5f/ Hy the Proteſtants in ſetting up their own 
** Bithops: Was it, That the Popijſþ Doctrines and Worlhip were 
*© actually corrupt, or that the Proteſtants were perſwaded in their 
wn Conſciences, that they were {o! The Latter without doubt: 
As appears from this Demonſtration Take aa from them this 
Periwation, they are ſo far from being juſtify'd, that they are 
condemn 4 for their departure; give them this Perſwaſion again, 
they are condemn'd if they do not ſeparate; Or, in another 
Manner, ſuppoſe a Papiſt not perlwaded of that Corruption to 
leparate, he is, for the Want of that Perſwaſion alone, con- 


« demnd : Suppoſe a Proteſtant, or one thoroughly perſwaded of 
that Corruption, to leparate, and he is Jultify d in ſo doing; 
( or not to ſeparate, and he is condegin! d. From this been, 


ed 


— ct +4. 
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ed Demonſtration his Lordſhip infers, © If chis were duly and im- 

8 n conſider'd, it would be impolſible for Nlen, to Un- 
chriftian, unchurch, or declare, out of Go ds Fivour, any of 

their Feliow-Creatures, upon any lefler, or indeed any orher 
Conſideration, than chat of a wicked Dillioneſty and Ind nCert- 
ty; of * ads in theſe Caſes, Go p alone is judge“. 


Co 
cc 
cc 


cc 


wicked Diſhoneſiy and Inſincerity, which will juſtify unchriftianing. 
unchurching, or declaring out of Go D's Favour; and of that one 
Contideration, in thele Caſes, Go D alone is Judge, there is evi- 
dently an End of all Church- Authority, to oblige any to external 
Communion, and of all Power, that one Man, in what Station 
10 ever, can bave over another, in Matters of Religion. And this 
hen what his Lordſhip's true Meaning 1s, under the many 
Colours 484 Diſguiſes he makes ule of, when he ſpeal Ks of Excom- 
munication; ad that he does not write more againſt the Abuſe, 
than the U Vie of it. Your Lordſhips will judge from hence, what 
V iew he has in pronouncing, at Page 101. © humane PenediGtions, 
% humane Abſolutions, humane Denu nciations, humane Excommu- 
© nications, have nothing to do with the Favour or Anger of God: 
* And in treating them as humane Engines, perimittect to Work for 
% a Time (like other Evils) by Providence, Page 101. as meer 
Ontcries of humane Terror, Page 99. as the 2 of Men, and 
Z ain Words, Page 98. 

How his Lordſhip can, conſiſtently with theſe Opinions, make 
good his ſolemn Promiſe, made at his Confecration, © To be 
AE 4 ready with all faithful Diligence, to baniſh and dive away 

* all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrines, contrary to GoD's Word, 
* and both privately and openly, to call upon and encourage 
ce others to do the ſame:” And how he can excerciſe the high 
Office intruſted to him in the Church; or convey holy Orders to 
others, are Difficulties which himſelf only can reſolve : And we 
humbly hope Your Grace and Your Lordſhips will think | it proper 
to call — the Explication. 


If it be tr ue, that there is bt one Conſi deration, 07%. That of 
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In Maia ne of the Second Article, we offer 
Your Lordſhips the following Particulars : 


1 AY, whereas his Majeſty is, and by the Statutes of this 
calm is declared to be, ſupream Head of the Church, and it 
is by the S atute 1 E/lrzabethe, Cap. 1. Enacted, © That ſuch Ju- 


** riſdictions, Privileges, Beperiertties and Prcheminences, Spiri- 
c, tual and Eccleſiaſtical, as by any Spiritual and Eccleſi aſtical 


Power or Authority, hath herecofore been, or may lawfully 
be exerciſed, or uſcd, for the Viſitation of the Eccleſiaſtical 
© Stare and Perſons, nd for Reformation, Order and Correfign 
e "of. the lame, ad of all manner of Errors, Hereſies, Schiſms, 
Abuſes, Offitices , Contempts and Enornnties, ſhall for ever, by An- 
29 3 of chis preſent Parliament, be united and annex'd to the 
© Imperial Crown of this Realm. In Conſequence of which, the 
Kings and Queens of this Realm have frequently iſlucd forth their 
Proclamations, Injunctions and Directions in Matters of Religion; 
and particularly his NMajeſty, that now 1s, did iſſue his Directions, 
for preſerving of Unity in the Church, and the Purity of Te 


pn Faith concerning the Holy Ly, ; bearing Date De- 


CC 


ember 11, 1714. Georg pri; 
= Lor qihip. in Contradiction to this, affirms Page 14. 
Ser — © if ally Men upon E Earth have a Right tO add to the 


“ dSanctions of his (i. e. Chriſt's) Laws; that is, to increaſe the 
„Number, or alter the Nature, of the Rew Ids and Puniſhments 
„ of his Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience or Salvation: They 
© are ſo far Kings in his ftcad; and reign in their own Kingdom, 
and not in his. And to the lame Purpoſe Fuge 18. The 
60 e of Chriſt s Law are Rewards and Puniſhments. But 
c of whar fort ? Not the Rewards of this World, not the Offi- 
© ces or Glorics of this State; not the Pains of Priſons, Baniſh- 
ments, Fines, or any leſſer and more moderate Penalties; nay 
not the much leſſer negative Diſcouragements, that belong to 
„humane Society. He was far from thinking, that theſe could 
ebe the lnttruments of fluch a Perſwaſion, as he thought ac- 
bY ceptab ble to God.” 

And whereas the Scripture and our own Liturgy from thence, has 
taught us to pray for Kings and all that are put in Authority under 
them, that they may 8 juſdce, to the Puniſhment of WWicked- 
Ne In 
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neſs and Vite, and to the Maintenance | of true Religiva aid 7 rte 
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His Lord{hij 5b aſlerts, Page 20. Serm. © As ſoon as ever dar of 


any of the Engines of this World, whether of the greater or the 
* letier Sort, you muſt immiediatcly chink. that then ind 0 far, the 
* Kingdom of this World takes Place. For if rhe ver y F flence 

of Gon's W orſhip be Spirit aud Truth if Reli Sion be Vere 


** and Charity, under the Eelict of a ſupream Governor and judge; = 


O 


cc if true real Faith cannot be che Etrect of Force, and if chere 
cc La F 
can be no Reward where there is no willing 6 > Then in 


all, or any of theſe Caſes, to apply Force or Flattery, worldly 
« Phe -aſure ot Pain, is to act contrary to the Intereſts of tr ae Rel! 
** p1on, as it is plainly oppoſite to the Maxims upon which Chri 
founded his Kingdom ; who choſe the Motives which are not 0 


„this World, to {upport a Kingdom which is not of this World 


The two bh Cales, here mentioned, relate to what 1 15 el ſlential 


in the W orſhip of Go, and Religion ; yer he declares, That to 


encourage Religion by Teniporal Rewards, is to act contrary to 


the Intereſt of true Religion, as it 5 oppoſite to the Maxin on 


which Chrift founded is? Kingdom. This is to ſet the Worthip of 


Go and the Neglect of it, Religion amd Irreligion, on an equal 
Foot in this World: As if becauſe t] they fhall hereaf: er be diſtin- 


guiſhied by Rew ards and Puniſhments, by the great judge, chere- 


fore the Magiſtrate were excluded Grams: interpoſing with Re wards 


and Puniſhments to diſtinguih them here, and ried up p from ex- 


preſſing any Concern for H;s Honour, by whom and under whom 
he beareth Rule. 


This his Lordſhip further ſupports, Page 22.—© And therefore, 


. : when you ſee our Lord, in his Methods, fo far removed from 


** thoſe of many of his Dilciples ; when you read nothing in hi: 


Doctrine about his own Kingdom, of taking in the Concerns of- 
* this World, and mixing them with thoſe of Eternity; no Com 


«© mands, that the Frowns and Diſcouragements of this preſei 


ec State ſhould in any Caſe attend upon Conſcience and Reli 1910; - 


© no calling upon the Secular Arm, when-ever the Magiſtrai - 
© ſhould become Chriſtian, ro inforce his Doctrines, or to back his 
*© Spiritual Authority; but on the contrary, as Plain a Declaration 
cc as a few Words can make, that his Kingdom: is not of this World : 


£6. ſay, when you ſee this, * the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, 


* ſo vaſtly oppoſite to many who take his Name into their Months, 


the Queſtion with you onght to be, whather he did not know 
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©. the Nature of his own Kingdom or Church, better than any 
“ fince his Time? Whether you can ſuppoſe, he lefr any {uch 


Matters to be decided againſt himſelf, and his own expreſs Pro- 
feſſions? Where your rd will oblerve, that all Laws 
for the Encouragement of Religion, or Diſcouragement of Irreli- 


gion. are reckond to be Deciſions againſt Chriſt. 
The Paflages produced under on s Head, are as deſtruive 


of the Legifati: te Power, as of the Regal Supremacy: But 
the Ads for Uniformaty of publick Prayer, and the Articles for 


Stabliſhing of Conſent touching true Religion, which, in the laſt 
of the iaid 18 are injoyned to be Subſcribed by ſeveral De- 
grees of Perſons Eccleſiaſtical, being the main Fence and Secu- 
rity of the Eſtabliſhed Church of England, They ſeem to be 
ſingled out by his Lordſhip, to be render d odious. The Paſ- 
ſage We tefer to is to be found, Page 27, 28, 29. Serm. There 
are ſome profeſſed Chriſtians, who contend © penly for ſuch 
an Authority, as 1ndif; penſably obliges all around them to 


Unity of Profeſſion; That is, to Profeſs even what they 


& do not, what they cannot believe to be true. This ſounds 
© ſo groſly, that Others, who think they Add a glorious Part 
in oppoſing ſuch an Enormity, are very willing, for their 


* 


© own Sakes, to retain fuch an Authority, as fhall oblige 


« Men, whatever they themſelves think, tho not to Profels 


00 ha: they do not believe, yet to 3 the profeſſion and 
Publication of what they do believe, let them believe it of ne- 


ver ſo great Importance. Both thele Pretenſions are founded 
“ upon the miſtaken Notion of the Peace, as well as the Aut ho- 


IF 70 of the Kingdom, that is the Church of Chriſt. Which of 


them is the moſt inſupportable to an Honeſt and a Chriſtian 
Mind, J am not able to ſay: becauſe they both equally found 
* Authority of the Church of Chriſt upon the Ruins of 


“ Sincerity and Common 3 ; ard miſtake Stupidity and 


% Sleep for Peace; becauſe they would both equaliy have pre- 
« vented all Reformation, where 1t hath been, and will for 
* ever prevent it, where it is not already; and in a Word, be- 
« cauſe both equally diveſt Feſus Chriſt of his Empire in his 


© own Kingdom; Set the Obedience of his Subjects looſe 
e from Himſelf ok Teach them to Proſtitute their Conſci— 
: «- ences at the Lp: of Others, who have no Right, in ſuch a 


manner, to > Trample upon them,” 


© | . If 


13 


If your Lordihips conſider, by what Authirity the aa: of 


Uniformity were Enacted, by whom the Articles were made, 
and by whom ratified and confirmed, You, will diſcern who 


They are, that are faid to diveft Je ſs Cbriſ} of his Empire in 


his own Kingdom, and ſtand Charged by his Lordſhip, in the 


indecent Language, of 2 ampling upon the Conſciences of 


Others. 


Your Lordſhips have now ſeen, under the Firſt Head, That 
the Church hath no Governors, no Cenſures, no Authority 
over the Conduct of Men, in Matters of Conſcience and Re- 
ligion: You have ſeen, under the Second Head, That the 
Temporal Powers are excluded from any Right tO Encourage 
true Religion, or 10 Diſcourage the contrary : 

But, to do Juſtice to his Lordſhip's Scheme, and to ſet it 
before You in its full Light, We muſt obſerve, That he fur- 
ther aſſerts, that Chriſt Himſelf (the only Power not yet ex- 


cluded) never doth inter poſe in the Direction of his Kingdom 
here. After obſerving, Page 13, Serm. That Temporal 
| Law-givers do often interpoſe to interpret their own Laws, 
He adds “ But it is otherwiſe in Religion, or the Kingdom 


« of Chriſt. He himſelf never interpoſcth, fince his firſt 
“ Promulgation of his Law, either to convey Infalibil:ty to 


< {uch as pretend to handle it over again ; Or to aflert the 


4 
0 


8 


true Interpretation of it, amidſt che e and contra- 
ditory Opinions of Men about it.“ Jo the fame purpole . 


4 


He ſpeaks at Page 15, in a Paſſage before recited. 


Since then there are, in the Church, no Governors left; in 
the State, none, who may intermeddle i in the Affairs of Reli- 
gion; and ſince Feſus Chr: Himfelf never doth interpoſe; 
We leave it to Your Grace and Your Lordſhifs to Judge, 
whether the Church and Kingdom of Chritt be not reduced to 
2 meer State of Anarchy and Confuſion, in which every Man 
is left to do what is Right in his own Eyes. | 

And We beg leave to cloſe theſe Obſervations in the Words 
of the Thirty Fourth Article of our Church, (Aholoever, 


thꝛough his pꝛivate Judgment, willingly and purpolelp, 
doth openly break (much more Teach and Encourage others 


ro break) the Traditions and Ceremenies ok the Church, 
Which be not repugnant to the Cloꝛd ok God; and be 


M2dained and Appꝛoved by Tomm on e ought 
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ry 

to be rebuked openly (that others map frar fo do the 
like,) as one that offetidcth againſt the Common Oꝛder 
of the Church, and hurteth the Authoꝛity of the Magi⸗ 
ſtrate, and woundeth the Conſciences of weak Bꝛethꝛen. 


Having thus laid before Your Grace and Your Lordſhips 


the ſeveral Paſſages, upon which this Our humble Reprefenta- 


tion is Grounded, together with Our Obſervations on them; 


We muſt profeſs Our Selves to be equally ſurprized 5nd con- 


cerned, that Doctrines of ſo evil a Tendency thould be ad- 


vanced by a Bithop of this Eftabliſhed Church, and that too 


in a Manner ſo very remarkable That the Supremacy of 
the King ſhould be openly impeached, in a Sermon delivered 
in the Royal Audience; And that the Conſtitution of the 
Church ſhould be dangerouſly undermined, in a Book pro- 
feſſediy written againſt the Principles and Practices of ſome 
who had departed from it. - 

But, ſo it hath happened, this Right Reverend Biſhop, in 
his extream Oppoſition to certain unwarrantable Pretenſions to 
extravagant degrees of Church-Power, ſeems to have been lo far 
Z anſported beyond his Lemper and his Argument, as not on- 


ly to condemn the Abule, but even to deny the Ute, and to 


deſtroy the being of thoſe Powers, without which the Church, 


as a Society, cannot ſubſiſt, and by which Our National Con- 


ſtitution, next under Chriſt, is chiefly ſupported. 
Under theſe Apprehentions, We could not but hold Our- 
ſelves obliged to repreſent Our own Senſe, with that of Our 
Brethren of the Clergy, to Your Lordſhips, and to ſubmit 
the whole to Your much weightier Judgment; Which we do, 


as with the moſt unfeigned Soriow for the unhappy Occaſion, 


and all-becoming deterence to Our Superiors, ſo with the moſt 
ſincere and diſintereſted Zeal, and with no other View in the 
World, but to give Check to the Propagation of theſe Errone- 


ous Opinions; ſo deſtructive of all Government and Diſci- 


pline in the Church, and ſo derogatory to the Regal Supre- 


macy and Legiſlative Authority, as We preſume may tae 


been ſufficiently evinced. Of which Qur Honeſt and Loyal 
Intentions We doubt not, but Your Lordſſiips in Your known 


 Goodnels will favourably apprize His Majeſty, if it ſhall be 


thought 


*ͤ A 
thought needful or expedient, in order to ſet this Matter, to- 
gether with Our Proceedings thereupon, in- a true and proper 
Light. . 1 7 

We are by no means inſenſible, that there are divers other 
Offenſive Paſſages, in the Sermon and Book above- mentioned, 
which We for the preſent omit, as not falling ſo directly under 
the two Heads propoſed : Nor are We ignorant, that ſeveral 
Offenſive Books have of late Time been publiſhed by other 
Writers, whoſe Confidence doth loudly Call for the Animad- 
verſions of the Synod 3 to which alſo We ſhall be ready to 
contribute Our Endeavours. But We apprehended. This to be 
) a Caſe very Singular and Extraordinary, ſuch as deſerved a - 
5 ſeparate Conſideration, That a Biſhop of this Church ſhould; 
in his Writings, makevoid, and ſet ar naught thoſe very Powers, 
8 with which He Himſelf is inveſted; and which, by Virtue of 
1 his Office, He is bound to Exerciſe: In Particular, as often as 
He confers Holy Orders, Inſtitutes to any Eccleſiaſtical Bene- 
fice, or inflicts Spiritual Cenſures. Nor were We leſs appre- 
henfive, that the Eminence of his Lordſhip's Station and Cha- 
racter, as it aggravates the Scandal, would alſo help to ſpread 
the ill Influence, both further and faſter, under that Colour of - 
Argument, with which he endeavours to cover theſe his per- 3 


nicious Tenets. 55 
If Your Grace and Your Lordſhips, after having maturely 
weighed the Premiſes, ſhall find juſt Cauſe for the Complaints, 


—— . 
2 


' which have given Riſe to this Repreſentation, We reſt aſſured, | 
that, in Your Godly Zeal and Great Wiſdom, You will not fail 1 


„ to enter upon ſome ſpeedy and effectual Method, to Vindicate 
þ the Honour of Gop and Religion, that hath been ſo deeply 
wounded ; To aſſert the Prerogative given to all Godly Princes 
in Holy Scriptures that hath been ſo manifeſtly invaded ; and 
3 to re- ſettle thoſe weak and wavering Minds, which may have 
been inſnared or perplexed by any of the unſound Doctrines 
Taught and Publithed by this Right Reverend Biſhop. Which 
Your Lordſhip's Pious Counſels and Endeavours will be at- 
tended with the united Prayers of Us, Our Brethren whom 
We repreſent, and of all Good Chriſtian People. 
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